MEETING OF HATFIELD TOWN COUNCIL	              12 July 2010

held at the Council Offices, Cuckoo Lane, Hatfield



Members present:



	T Gibbs (Town Mayor)



J Bloor�Mrs R Chafen��K Knight�B Jackson��Mrs I Harrison�J Brown��E Durdy�J Hart��Mrs  P Panks���

D Wright, Town Clerk

B Spencer, Deputy Town Clerk





35	ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



	Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors M Glynn, Mrs J Credland and D Fiennes-Gregory.



36	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



	There were no declarations of interest.



37	MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC



	Four members of the public attended the meeting and the following matters were raised:-



a	Newsletter/Flyers



	Concern was expressed that the Hatfield Herald advertising the Hatfield Parish Plan meeting had been received “after the event”.  The Clerk reported that he had also employed a company to deliver a flyer to every dwelling in Hatfield, although it was apparent that a number of residents had not received a copy. The clerk is to take the matter up with the delivery company.



b	Caravans – Station Road Recreation Ground



	Residents of The Oval, Dunscroft were concerned about the noise, rubbish, dogs and horses associated with the caravans that had illegally encamped on Station Road Recreation Ground.  They requested that positive action be taken to evict them and to ensure that there is no recurrence of the situation.



	The residents were reassured that everything possible is being done to evict the caravans i.e. a court order is now in the process of being obtained, although this would not possibly come into effect until Friday 16 July 2010.  Assurances were also given that, in future, a court order would be applied for immediately horses or caravans entered on to Town Council land.  Sergeant Barnes, who was present at the meeting, reported that legislation dictates that the Police must find an alternative site for the caravans to go to, once evicted and this often proved difficult but the situation was being monitored by them.  It was highlighted that the Doncaster MBC party line to which occurrences of noise, late at night, can be reported is only available on Friday and Saturday nights.

�

38	POLICE/PCSO REPORT



	Sergeant Barnes and a PCSO attended the meeting and reported that the majority of recorded crimes had decreased in the East Safety Neighbourhood Team area, compared with twelve months ago.  The exception was anti-social behaviour, which had increased.  Recent priorities highlighted by the PACT meetings were Quarry Park, Dunsville – anti-social behaviour including drinking and setting fires, Junction Road/Princess Avenue, Stainforth – anti-social behaviour, street drinking and noise nuisance and The Crescent, Dunscroft – street drinking and criminal damage.



	The next PACT meeting would be held on 4 August 2010 at Stanley Gardens Resource Centre, Stainforth, commencing at 6 p.m.	



39	MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 14 JUNE 2010



	The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 14 June 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Town Mayor, Councillor T Gibbs.



40	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES



a	Hatfield Water Park



	Further to Minute No 21, the Clerk had received an email from the Manager of Hatfield Water Park offering their facilities for a meeting with the Town Council.  A tour of the facilities and a summary of their future plans could be included.  



	Resolved: that the Clerk arranges a visit after 6 p.m. on a Tuesday. 



b	Councillors’ Surgery



	Further to Minute No 27a, no members of the public had attended the surgery but a member of the public had approached Councillor Bloor after the surgery regarding the grass/weeds invading her garden, which adjoins Hatfield Visual Arts College.



	Resolved: that the Clerk sends a letter to Hatfield Visual Arts College, requesting their co-operation in removing the grass/weeds on the boundary.  Further resolved: that the next surgery, which is a joint surgery with Doncaster MBC, is held on Saturday 11 September 2010 from 10 to 11 a.m. with Councillors K Knight and Mrs I Harrison in attendance.



c	Claimed Footpath – “Spider Alley”



	Further to Minute No. 27c, the Clerk had supplied the Rights of Way Officer, Doncaster MBC with a letter inviting interested parties to attend a meeting to discuss the matter.  Four positive responses had been received so far. The Clerk had also received a letter from the representative of the owner of 6 Vicarage Close, offering the Town Council a sum of money on the basis that it can provide a ‘community benefit”. Members reiterated their view that the Town Council is not interested in receiving any payment.



	Resolved: that a meeting with interested parties is arranged.
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d	Hatfield Parish Plan – Public Meeting

		

	Further to Minute No. 27d, the Clerk reported that approx 35 people had attended the Public Meeting and 10 volunteers had come forward to form a Steering Group.



e	York Road Recreation Ground



	Further to Minute No. 29a, Councillor Knight reported that he was to attend a site meeting on Wednesday 14 July 2010 to discuss the matter.   



f	Skate Park - Graffiti



	Further to Minute No. 29b, Members were concerned that the graffiti had not been produced to an acceptable standard.



	Resolved: that the matter is referred to the next Burial & Recreation Committee.



g	Fun Day



	Further to Minute No 30, the Clerk reported that funding had been obtained for Team Extreme and a booking has been made.  A further meeting of the Sub-Committee had been held on 7 July 2010 and most of the activities had now been confirmed.



	Resolved: that the Neighbourhood Youth Worker is thanked for her help in obtaining the funding.



h	Former Hatfield Health Centre



	Further to Minute No 33b, the Clerk had received confirmation from the developers that the accommodation in the proposed residential care home would be for both general residential and EMI (Elderly Mentally Infirm).



i	Lindholme Village Signs 



	Further to Minute No 33f, the Clerk had received a letter from Lindholme Village Action Group indicating that they would like a stone plinth at the junction of Vulcan Way and a post sign on the entry from Blaxton to Lindholme.



	Resolved: that a stone plinth and a post sign are provided at the agreed locations.



41	TOWN TWINNING



	The notes of the meeting of the Hatfield and Merksplas Twinning Association held on Tuesday 29 June 2010 were circulated to Members for information.



















42	TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACTS



a	Planning Applications – Received (no observations)



	Resolved: that the Town Council has no observations in respect of the following planning applications:



10/1190/FUL

Formation of vehicular access to classified road (C69), 47 Station Road, Hatfield

	

         10/1458/FULM

Erection of residential care home, following demolition of existing clinic, former Hatfield Health Centre, Crookes Broom Lane, Hatfield



10/1472/FUL

Erection of two storey pitched roof extension to side of detached house, 5 Bracken Heen Close, Hatfield



10/1566/FUL

Erection of first floor extension over existing garage to side of semi-detached house, 15 Victoria Avenue, Hatfield



10/1630/FUL

Erection of amenity block on existing travellers’ site, Rosegarth, Bawtry Road, Hatfield Woodhouse



10/01725/OUTM

Proposed residential and commercial/employment (B1, B2 and B8) development, land on the north side of Hatfield Lane, Armthorpe



10/1930/FUL

Erection of single storey extension to rear of detached bungalow, 43 Hoddesdon Crescent, Dunscroft



b	Planning Applications – Received (observations)



	Resolved: that the Town Council has observations in respect of the following planning application:



10/1593/REMM

	Details of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale for water based holiday lodge complex comprising up to 150 lodges, up to 24 touring caravan pitches, an aqua centre amenity building, lake activities and 9-hole golf course, together with expansion of the existing motor park comprising a central hub building and additional tracks, parking, servicing, landscaping and ancillary paintballing (being matters reserved in outline previously granted permission under ref no. 09/00728/OUTA on 11.8.09), Huggins Lakes, Holme Wood Lane, Armthorpe



	Observations: object on the grounds of noise nuisance.
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b      10/1661/RET

Retention of change of use of land to yard associated with domestic dwelling.  Retention of stable block, garage/storage/washroom building, limestone and tarmac areas and boundary wall/gates (overall height 2.47m) (being re-submission of application no. 10/00241/RET withdrawn on 16.3.10), 29 Norwood Road, Dunscroft



Observations: object on the grounds that the Town Council is experiencing considerable problems with the horses illegally grazing on recreation grounds.  The stabling of horses is not suitable in a built-up area.



	10/01811/CPE

Certificate of existing lawful use for use as a dwelling without occupancy restriction, by virtue of non-compliance with condition number 2 imposed on planning permission reference TH3096, dated 26 November 1964, for a continuous period in excess of 10 years, Hilltop, Mosscroft Lane, Hatfield



	Observations: object on the grounds that the Town Council does not agree to the removal of Condition 2 – property should remain as a smallholding.  



c	10/1175/REMM

	Details of access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale for the construction of a waste reception and material recycling facility (MRF) including ancillary buildings, external plant, associated roadways and parking areas (being matters reserved in outline previously granted permission under ref. 04/4512/P on 19.01.2009), Hatfield Power Park, off East Lane, Stainforth



	Members reported that an advert had appeared in a local newspaper giving details of an application by Powerfuel Power Ltd for a compulsory purchase order of approximately 81 acres to facilitate the construction of a 900MW Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle power station at Stainforth.



	Resolved: that the Clerk makes enquiries with regard to the location of the above.



43	CORRESPONDENCE/REPORTS



a	Station Road Recreation Ground - Caravans



	The Clerk had received an email from the Housing Options Senior Officer, Gypsy & Traveller Services reporting that a number of caravans were parked on Station Road Recreation Ground and requesting written permission from the Town Council to serve a Court Order on the encampment.  The Clerk had complied with the request.  He also reiterated that everything possible is being done to evict the caravans.  In the future, immediate legal action will be taken.  Members suggested that more physical barriers should be put in place to prevent access to the site, including replacing the barrier removed by Doncaster MBC, digging a trench and making the bunding higher round the field.  Members enquired whether a Court Order was for a limited time or not and whether the Town Council could request an extended Order.  Councillor Knight suggested that a meeting should take place with the Housing Options Senior Officer, DMBC, himself and the Town Clerk to discuss the security of all Town Council sites.  A suggestion was also made that the Housing Options Senior Officer, Gypsy & Traveller Services, Doncaster MBC be invited to attend a meeting of the Town Council.
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a	Resolved: that a barrier is erected by the Town Council similar to the one on Abbey Playing Field, to prevent caravans accessing the site, immediately the caravans leave the site and that a trench is dug around the site and the bunding is built up.  Further resolved: that the Clerk arranges a meeting with Councillor Knight and Karen Wilcock to discuss site security.



b	Abbey Playing Field - Allotments



	Further to Minute No 13a (Burial & Recreation Committee 24/25 May 2010), the Clerk had received an email from the Community Development Worker at Stainforth Resource Centre highlighting several issues that required clarification.  He also reported that a complaint had been received from a resident adjoining the field, who did not wish to have an allotment “at the end of his garden”. Members raised the issue of Section 106 money, which was earmarked for this site only, being lost if not applied for urgently.



	Resolved: that a scale drawing of the site is obtained to enable a plan to be prepared, setting out options for the siting of the allotments and football pitches. Further resolved: that local residents are consulted regarding the siting of the allotments.



c	Lindholme Village Action Group – Scottish Power Planning Application



	Further to Minute No 117e, the Clerk had received a letter from Lindholme Village Action Group requesting the Town Council to seek a planning review of the Scottish Power planning application, which went before Doncaster MBC Planning Committee in February 2010.  In their opinion “the residents of Lindholme were not adequately represented by the Planning Committee members”.  The Clerk has advised the Group that it is too late for a judicial review but the case may be put to the Ombudsman citing mal-administration of the planning committee.



d	Annual Accounts 2009/10 – Internal Audit Report



	The Clerk had received a copy of the Internal Auditor’s report (a copy had been forwarded to the Town Mayor) and was able to report a “clean bill of health”.  She did, however suggest that the Asset Register required updating to reflect current insurance valuations and that consideration might be given to using the CD Rom provided by HM Revenue & Customs for payroll.  Both these suggestions have been taken up.



e	The Crescent, Dunscroft – Proposed Development



	The Clerk had received an email, forwarded by Doncaster MBC, from the developers enclosing a plan of the proposed houses to be built in the ‘green area’ in The Crescent.



f	Barnsley, Doncaster & Rotherham Joint Waste Plan - Consultation



	The Clerk had received details of pre-publication consultation regarding the above.  A drop-in session will be held at Stainforth Community Resource Centre, Church Road, Stainforth on Friday 16 July 2010 between 12.30 p.m. and 8.30 p.m.  The consultation period will last until 9 August 2010.  
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g	Cycle to Work Scheme



	The Clerk had received details of the government’s Cycle to Work Scheme, which allows employees to obtain a bicycle, which must be used primarily for travelling to and from work.  The scheme is being used extensively by employees from Doncaster MBC. The bicycle (and accessories) are paid for and are therefore owned by the Town Council, who can re-claim the VAT. The cost (excluding VAT) is then deducted from the employee’s wages over a twelve-month period. The other advantage to the employee is that the deductions are made before tax and national insurance are deducted, therefore, this increases their net pay.  At the end of the twelve-month period, the ownership of the cycles may pass to the employee.  Two members of staff have shown an interest in the scheme.

	

	Resolved: that the two members of staff are provided with bicycles under the scheme.



h	NALC – “Localism in Action” – 9 September 2010 



	The Clerk had received details of the above conference, at a cost of £90.00 plus VAT per delegate, which is to be held in York.



	Resolved: that the Clerk attends the above Conference.



i	Yorkshire & The Humber Regional Training Partnership – Training Conference for Councillor and Clerks 2010 – 24-26 September 2010



	The Clerk had received details of the above Conference, which is to take place in Scarborough.  



	Resolved: that Councillors B Jackson and K Knight attend the Conference.



j	YLCA – Joint Annual Meeting – 17 July 2010



	The Clerk had received details of the YLCA Joint Annual Meeting to be held in Upper Poppleton near York. Councillor Jackson indicated that he would be attending in his capacity as a Joint Executive Board member.



	Resolved: that the details are noted.



k	Cemetery – Request to erect memorial seat



	The Clerk had received a letter from a resident wishing to erect a memorial seat in Hatfield Cemetery.



	Resolved: that the request is agreed, subject to the usual conditions.



l	August Recess



	Resolved: that in accordance with normal practise no meeting of the Town Council will take place in August and any urgent items will be dealt with under the delegated powers of the Leader and Deputy Leader.  Further resolved: that a meeting of the Planning Committee will take place on 9 August 2010 at a time to be agreed.
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m	Dunscroft Village Sign



	Further to Minute No 33g, Councillor Knight had contacted the Highways Officer, Doncaster MBC and it had been agreed that a suitable site for the sign was at the junction of Abbey Road and Station Road, on the grass verge outside the Abbey pub.  It would not be possible to erect a sign at the Stainforth end of the village.  The Clerk is awaiting written confirmation from the Highways Officer before progressing.



n	Grange Recreation Ground – Play Equipment



	Members reported that a site meeting had taken place with the Playgrounds Officer, Doncaster MBC who had suggested that the existing equipment was “past its sell-by date”.  Also the surfaces under the equipment were inadequate.  The Playgrounds Officer is to supply details of the type of equipment that can be provided for around £10000 and it is possible that this would be match funded by the Town Council and Doncaster MBC.  It was also suggested that local residents should be consulted on the type of equipment they would prefer. The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from a local resident, requesting improvements to the facilities on Milcroft Recreation Ground.



	Resolved: that residents are consulted on the type of equipment required.

	

o	Neighbourhood Manager – Attendance at Town Council Meetings



	Resolved: that the Neighbourhood Manager or her representative is invited to attend Town Council meetings on a quarterly basis.



44	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



	Resolved: that the following accounts be approved and passed for payment:



	Invoices in respect of 2009/10



	Cheque No.



5404�Janice Hepworth – Internal Audit Fee – 2009/10 accounts�145.24��

Invoices in respect of 2010/11



Cheque No.



5405�British Gas Business – Gas charges, Council offices�327.06��5406�K J Cliff – Hire of PA plus operator – Fun Day�150.00��5407�B Jackson – Member’s expenses�33.60��5408�W E Harrison (Sheffield) Ltd – Flag for Twinning visit�173.90��5409�Doncaster Garden Machinery – mower spares�47.24��5410�Manor Tyres – Tyre for Tipper�71.96���

5411�D Tomlinson – Delivery:

      Newsletter -                                                90.00

      Dunsville P Plan – questionnaire               30.00

      Hatfield P Plan – flyer                                40.00�160.00��5412�ARCO Ltd - protective clothing�13.87��5413�Chubb Fire Ltd – Fire extinguisher maintenance

      Council Offices                                        280.12

      Cemetery                                                    81.60�361.72��5414�Staples – Stationery & Equipment�174.39��5415�Doncaster MBC – 

      Waste disposal – quarterly charge                 388.74

      Printing of newsletter                                   1244.00

      Printing questionnaire (Dunsville P Plan)    1457.00

      Printing flyer (Hatfield P Plan meeting)         292.00�3381.74��5416�Hatfield Visual Arts College – Hire of auditorium (Hatfield P Plan meeting)�64.51��5417�Kimmo Entertainments – Hire of entertainment in Hatfield Library�120.00��5418�Roy Atkinson – Hire of entertainment in Hatfield Library�110.00��5419�Benchmark Grounds Maintenance – grass cutting May/June 2010�2910.48��5420�G & P Plevey – Equipment for mole control�149.63��5421�Edge Designs Ltd – Cemetery software licence�170.38��5422�Jubb Signs – ‘No horses’ signs for recreation grounds�298.20��5423�D Wright  

      Salary – July 2010                       1277.68

      Expenses re course attendance        36.00�1313.68��5424�B I Spencer – Salary – July 2010 �796.56��5425�S Williamson –

      Salary – July 2010 	                         1195.92      

      less rental for Cemetery House                    (91.00)�1104.92��5426�S Briggs – Salary, July 2010	�1079.49��5427�A Briggs – Salary, July 2010�1110.55��5428�K Lee – office cleaning, July 2010�40.48��5429�Inland Revenue – Tax/NI, July 2010�1858.55��5430�SYPA – Pension contributions, July 2010�1382.60��Dir Deb�Barriecars – fuel, May 2010�80.50��Dir Deb�Orange – broadband charge – May 2010�12.99��Total��17644.24��

45	EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS 



	Resolved that the public and press are excluded from the remaining proceedings of the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.













Signed .......................................................... (Town Mayor)



Date: 13 September 2010
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