MEETING OF HATFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
              13 June 2011

held at the Council Offices, Cuckoo Lane, Hatfield

Members present:


J Brown (Town Mayor)

	J Hart
	W Temperton-Ball

	M Glynn
	Mrs P Knight

	Mrs I Harrison
	J Bloor

	K Knight
	T Gibbs

	D Fiennes-Gregory
	Mrs R Sheppard

	
	


D Wright, Town Clerk

B Spencer, Deputy Town Clerk

18
ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors B Jackson and E Durdy.
19
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Warren Temperton-Ball declared a personal interest in Minute No. 16(ii) (Burial and Recreation Committee 24 May 2011), being a member of Lindholme Village Action Group.
20
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC


One member of the public attended the meeting and the following item were raised:-


Damage to Fence


Further to Minute No. 17, the resident concerned handed in a letter complaining about the damage to his fence caused by horses and the action he was going to take if matters were not satisfactorily resolved.  The resident was informed that at the previous Town Council meeting, it had been resolved that a “without prejudice” payment is approved in principle but that the Clerk seeks legal advice before any action is taken.  The Clerk apologised for not informing the resident of this decision sooner and confirmed that a letter will be sent shortly.

21
POLICE/PCSO REPORT


PCSO Darren Hauton gave a verbal report on the latest crime statistics from 11 June 2011 to date.   He reported that crime in general in the Town Council area is average compared with the rest of England.  He informed Members that at the last PACT meeting held in Stainforth the priorities were anti-social behaviour, speeding vehicles on High Street, Hatfield and anti-social behaviour on The Crescent.  Six drivers had recently been warned about speeding on High Street and one person has been given a Fixed Penalty Notice.  The next PACT meeting will be held on Wednesday 6 July at the Hatfield Visual Arts College.
21
Members requested that crime statistics are emailed to Members and Darren indicated that all this information and more is available on the website but he would be happy to email Members if they sent him their email addresses.  


Members also requested information on the powers the Police have in connection with horses grazing illegally.  Darren agreed to make enquiries and inform the Town Council on his findings.


Members requested information on what steps the Police had taken with regard to the stealing of telephone cabling in the Lindholme area and Darren indicated that the Police are working very closely with BT in attempt to resolve this problem.


Darren also reported that Sergeant Barnes was moving on and Andy Coulter, from Armthorpe, would be the contact in the future.  PCSO Hauton was thanked for attending the meeting.
22
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 16 MAY 2011  


The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 16 May 2011 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Town Mayor, Councillor J Brown.

23
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a
Accounts Enquiry


Further to Minute No. 3a, the Clerk reported that he had contacted the auditor who had stated that the name of the person involved could not be revealed under data protection rules.  The Clerk confirmed that no charge would be made in connection with this matter.
b
Appointment of Committees and Representatives


i
Town Council Committees



Further to Minute No. 8, Members enquired whether any consideration was given to “gender balance” on Committees as some committees appeared to be men only.  



Resolved: that the matter is referred to the Policy & Resources Committee.


ii
Representatives on Outside Bodies (EDDT)


Further to Minute No. 8, the Clerk reported that he had received notification from EDDT that Councillor Mrs R Sheppard had resigned as the Town Council Trustee and requested details of a replacement.  The Town Council had also received an invitation to attend a meeting on Tuesday 28 June 2011 to explore the possibility of closer working relations between “the two sides of the bridge”.  



Resolved: that at this time no nomination is made, but that a representative of East Doncaster Development Trust is invited to the next Town Council meeting to discuss the matter further.

23

c
Councillors’ Surgery


Further to Minute No. 10a, no members of the public had attended the surgery and therefore no matters were raised.  Councillor Mrs P Knight indicated that both she and Councillor K Knight had been unable to attend the surgery and Councillors Mrs I Harrison and J Bloor had attended in their stead.

Resolved: that the next Councillors’ Surgery is held on Saturday 9 July 2011 with Councillors J Hart and D Fiennes-Gregory in attendance.
d
Grange Recreation Ground – Play Equipment


Further to Minute No. 10e, the Clerk reported that the play equipment will be erected week commencing 20 June 2011.
e
Dropped Kerbs


Further to Minute No. 12a, Councillor Mrs P Knight reported that an officer from Doncaster MBC had contacted the resident who originally raised the issue, in order to establish the exact location of the requested dropped kerb.
f
‘White Bungalow Roundabout’


Further to Minute No. 12b, Councillor Mrs P Knight had contacted an officer from Doncaster MBC, who had agreed to place flowers on the round-a-bout.
g
Bank Mandate

Further to Minute No. 14a, the Clerk reported that a new mandate is not required to change the number of signatories on a cheque. A letter to the Bank, signed by three existing signatories, is sufficient.
h
Nominations for DMBC Standards Committee

Further to Minute No. 14c, the Clerk reported had received details of eleven nominations for the above committee and the Town Council were requested to nominate two of these.

Resolved: that Councillors B Jackson and M Wood are nominated for the Standards Committee.

i
Code of Conduct Training


Further to Minute No. 14d, Councillor Mrs P Knight confirmed her attendance at the evening session on 29 June 2011.  Councillors J Hart and W Temperton-Ball were not available to attend any of the sessions.
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j
“Spider Alley”


Further to Minute No. 14i, the Clerk reported that he had received an email from the Chair of Governors of Travis School rejecting the Town Council’s proposal.  Members expressed their disappointment at the school governing body’s decision as they felt that only a very small amount of land was involved, which would have benefits for the whole village.


Resolved: that the Town Council withdraws its support for the ‘Spider Alley’ footpath claim.
k
Summer Activities – Chasers Club


Further to Minute No. 14l, Councillor Jackson had submitted details of proposed events, including costs, together with a grant application, on behalf of the ‘Chasers Club’. Members expressed a number of concerns and it was

Resolved: that the application for a grant for summer activities by Chasers Club is refused.

l
Hatfield Band Sponsorship


Further to Minute No. 14q, the Clerk reported that he had received a letter from Hatfield Band, thanking the Town Council for their continued financial support and assuring the Town Council that on all appropriate occasions, the Town Council’s financial help and rehearsal facilities are referred to.
m
Gypsies/Traveller Sites


Further to Minute No. 14t, Members reported that Doncaster MBC was intending to implement Policy 13 and provide another 92 gypsy/traveller sites in the Doncaster area in order to meet the “unmet” need for these sites. This is in spite of new government guidelines scaling down the existing ‘traveller’ policy.
n
The Future of Local Public Audit


Further to Minute No. 14u, the Clerk had contacted YLCA and the existing external auditors and both were in agreement that the existing system, although not perfect, was better than any of the proposals for change. 


Resolved: the Town Council responds to the consultation requesting the ‘status quo’.

24
MINUTES OF THE BURIAL & RECREATION COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY/TUESDAY 23/24 MAY 2011


The Minutes of the Burial & Recreation Committee held on Monday 23/24 May 2011 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Town Mayor, Councillor J Brown.

Resolved: that all the recommendations made by the Burial & Recreation Committee, be approved, as amended by the matters arising set out below.
25
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a
Jubilee Park – Entrance Sign

Further to Minute No. 7a, the Clerk had circulated suggested wording for the sign for the entrance roadway and this was agreed by Members.
b
Station Road Recreation Ground


Further to Minute No. 11, Members felt that some action needed to be taken immediately to remove and prevent horses accessing the recreation ground. The grass cutting contractor had been unable to cut the grass due to the presence of horses and a number of complaints had been received.  It was suggested that a meeting is arranged with Doncaster MBC and the Police to try to find a solution to the problem of illegal grazing of horses. 

Resolved: 


i      that the ditch and bunding is put in place as a matter of priority.  

ii    that a letter is sent to a resident, who may be aware of who owns the horses,              requesting that the horses are removed and informing him of the Town Council’s future plans for increasing security at the site.

         iii 
that a meeting with the appropriate agencies to discuss the Town Council’s future strategy relating to horses and caravans entering Town Council recreation grounds is arranged as soon as possible.

c
Allotments Committee


Further to Minute No. 13, the Clerk reminded Members that a date needed to be agreed on which to hold the inaugural Allotments Committee.


Resolved: that the inaugural meeting of the Allotments Committee is held on Monday 27 June 2011, commencing at 6 p.m. in the Town Council Offices and that the Allotment Officer from Doncaster MBC is invited to attend.
d
Cemetery Regulations – Review


Further to Minute No. 18, the Clerk reminded Members that a date was required for the review of the Cemetery Regulations.


Resolved: the Cemetery Regulations are reviewed on Tuesday 28 June 2011, commencing at 10 a.m. in the Town Council Offices.

e
Email from Resident


Further to Minute No. 19, the Clerk had circulated further emails exchanged between the Clerk and the resident concerned. Members expressed concern about some of the comments made in the emails. 
26
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACTS
a
Planning Applications – Received (no observations)


Resolved: that the Town Council has no observations in respect of the following planning applications:

11/1319/FUL

Erection of detached dwelling with double garage on approx 0.04ha of land, land adjacent to Barn Owls, Back Field Lane, Hatfield
11/1432/3/FUL

Erection of flat roof extension to school entrance and installation of new canopy (being application under Regulation 3 Town and Country Planning (General) Regulations 1992), Hatfield Crookes Broom Primary School, Crookes Broom Lane, Hatfield

11/1501/3FUL

Erection of canopy to front entrance (5.2m x 3.0m) and repositioning of doors (being application under Regulation 3 Town and Country Planning (General) Regulations 1992), Coppice School, Ash Hill Road, Hatfield

11/1539/FUL

Erection of two storey pitched roof extension to rear and first floor pitched roof extension over existing utility of semi-detached house, 29 High Street, Hatfield

11/1554/FUL

Erection of conservatory to front of semi-detached dwelling, 72B Station Road, Hatfield

b
Planning Applications – Received (observations)


Resolved: that the Town Council has observations in respect of the following planning applications:

11/1573/FUL

Conversion of existing stables, carriage stores and garaging into 3 residential dwellings (being re-submission of application 10/3484/FUL withdrawn on 9.2.11), Beech Tree Farm, Huggin Carr Road, Hatfield


Observations: previous observations are repeated.
27
FINANCIAL REPORT
a
Annual Return 2010/11



The Clerk circulated copies of the Annual Return for 2010/11, which is due to be sent to the external auditors.


Resolved: that the Annual Return is approved.

27

b
Outturn 2010/11

The Clerk circulated a copy of the outturn report for 2010/11, which explained the variations between the revised budget and the actual outturn. The results showed an excess of income over expenditure amounting to approximately £15000 and the major reason for the underspend was due to the delay in constructing the new play equipment at Grange Recreation Ground. 

Resolved: that the report is received.
28
CORRESPONDENCE/REPORTS

a
Cemetery Software

The Clerk had received an email from Edge Designs, stating that the contract for the provision of the Cemetery Software package was due for renewal.  The proposal was for a five year contract at a cost of £150.00 or a three year contract at a cost of £175.00.


Resolved: that a five year contract at a cost of £150.00 is entered into with Edge Designs.  Further resolved: that the Clerk makes arrangements to have the back-dated records computerised.
b
Doncaster In Bloom

The Clerk had received an invitation from the Community Parks Officer, Doncaster MBC to enter the Doncaster in Bloom 2011 competition.

Resolved: that the letter is noted.
c
Town Council Letterhead – Reference to Twinning Association

The Clerk reported that some Members had suggested that reference to the Town Council’s Twinning with Merksplas should be incorporated into the Town Council letterhead.  


Resolved: that reference to the Town Council’s Twinning with Merksplas be incorporated into the Town Council letterhead.  

d
Abbey Playing Fields

The Clerk reported that now that planning permission had been received for the allotments and football pitches etc. on Abbey Playing Fields. He had arranged to meet Jonathan Exley, Doncaster MBC tomorrow to discuss the position of the allotment fencing and football pitches as it was intended to erect the fencing next week.  Members felt that the fencing should be delayed until the area had been ploughed.  Councillor Mrs P Knight indicated here intention to attend the meeting.
e
Councillors’ Registration for Data Protection

The Clerk had circulated, for information, a Legal Briefing received from NALC, giving details of Councillors’ responsibility under the Data Protection Act 1998.
28

f
Mansion House Visit

The Clerk had received a letter from the Civic Office, Doncaster MBC inviting representatives of the Town Council to join the Civic Mayor in the Mansion House on Friday 1 July 2011, commencing at 2.30 p.m. Councillors J Brown, T Gibbs and K Knight indicated they will attend.
29
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


Resolved: that the following accounts be approved and passed for payment:-

Invoices in respect of 2011/12
	5697
	Brier Hills Recycling Ltd – tipping charges
	71.40

	5698
	Arco – protective clothing
	170.40

	5699
	Rural Action Yorkshire – annual subscription
	35.00

	5700
	Manor Tyres Ltd – new tyre for tipper
	104.10

	5701
	NALC – Conference fee (Communities in Action)
	117.00

	5702
	Arena Group Ltd – photocopying charges
	54.10

	5703
	YPO – consumable materials
	32.04

	5704
	NALC – Local Council Review – annual subscription
	15.50

	5705
	Yorkshire & The Humber RTP – delegates fee – Joint Regional Training Conference
	85.00

	5706
	YLCA – Delegates fee – Joining the Council
	35.00

	5707
	LCAS – Health & Safety Seminar – delegate fee
	60.00

	5708
	Grantham Industries Ltd – topsoil
	12.72

	5709
	Derek Lewis Ltd – Jubilee Park roadway
	14059.82

	5710
	Yorkshire Water – supply


Council Offices


41.16


Sports Pavilion


32.25


Cemetery



18.70
	92.11

	5711
	Peter Fowler (Electrical) Ltd – electrical work, Sports Pavilion 
	402.00

	5712
	Doncaster Garden Machinery – mower spares
	80.60

	5713
	Plevey & Sons Ltd – weed killer
	21.54

	5714
	Handyman – consumable materials
	97.76

	5715
	Undercut – grass cutting, May 2011
	1324.67

	5716
	Westlodge Building Co. Ltd. – repairs to Dunsville Village sign
	152.34

	5717
	J Brown – Mayor’s Allowance
	750.00

	5718
	Cheque cancelled
	0.00

	5719
	D Wright – salary/related costs, June 2011



	1296.88

	5720
	B I Spencer – salary, June 2011
	838.14

	5721
	S Williamson – 


Salary/related costs  June 2011
1269.60


less rent for Cem House

    95.58

	1174.02

	5722
	S Briggs – salary, June 2011
	1039.05

	5723
	A Briggs – salary, June 2011
	1121.06

	5724
	K Lee – office cleaning, June 2011
	41.28

	5725
	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI, June 2011
	1774.95

	5726
	SYPA – Pension contributions, June 2011
	1462.48

	Dir Deb
	Barriecars – fuel – May
	156.23

	Dir Deb
	Daisy Telecom – charges


Council Offices


75.80


Cemetery



59.74
	135.54

	Dir Deb
	YHCC Telecom – mobile phone charges, May
	9.73

	Dir Deb
	Orange – broadband
	13.27


Signed .......................................................... (Town Mayor)

Date: 11 July 2011
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