MEETING OF HATFIELD TOWN COUNCIL	       13 September 2010

held at the Council Offices, Cuckoo Lane, Hatfield



Members present:



	T Gibbs (Town Mayor)



J Bloor�Mrs R Chafen��K Knight�B Jackson��Mrs I Harrison�J Brown��E Durdy�David Fiennes-Gregory��Mrs  P Panks�M Glynn��Mrs J Credland���

D Wright, Town Clerk

B Spencer, Deputy Town Clerk



Also in attendance: John Pattrick for Sue Rawlings, Neighbourhood Manager, Doncaster MBC

                                6 members of the public



55	ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



	Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors J Hart and Mrs R Sheppard.



56	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



	Councillor Mrs J Credland declared a personal interest in Minute No. 67b        (10/2258/FUL), having been lobbied by the applicant.  Councillor M Glynn declared a personal interest in Minute No. 69o, being a member of the North East Doncaster Citizens Advice Bureau Committee.  Councillor B Jackson declared a personal interest in Minute No. 69g being a member of the Standards Committee.  Town Mayor, Councillor T Gibbs declared a personal interest in Minute No. 67a (10/2317/FUL), being a personal friend of the applicant.  Councillor D Fiennes-Gregory declared a personal interest in Minute No. 69i, being a member of the Hatfield Church Parochial Church Council.



57	MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC



	Six members of the public attended the meeting and the following matter was raised:-



	Planning Application 10/2258/FUL – Change of use from domestic residence to domestic residence and dog kennels business including erection of new kennel facilities, Cherry Tree Cottage, Huggin Carr Road, Hatfield



	The residents felt very strongly that the proposal was inappropriate in this location.  The property was right in the middle of housing on a small, narrow, unadopted lane.  They felt that the noise nuisance would be unacceptable.  A problem could also occur with the water supply as the service is provided through a very narrow bore pipe and an increase in usage may result in a loss of pressure to the surrounding house.  Members advised the residents to contact the three Ward members for Thorne as the application was in the Thorne Ward boundary.  Contact details were provided.



	The residents were thanked for their attendance.





58	POLICE/PCSO REPORT



No representative of South Yorkshire Police or the PCSOs attended the meeting and no crime statistics had been received, therefore, no items were discussed.



59	JOHN PATTRICK, NEIGHBOURHOODS, DONCASTER MBC-



	The Clerk informed Members that John was attending the meeting on behalf of Sue Rawlings, Neighbourhood Manager, Doncaster MBC who had expressed a wish to attend Town Council meetings on a quarterly basis but who was sick at the present time.  John was asked if he had any comments to make, which he had not.  Members raised the question of trees on Quarry Park, Dunsville and John indicated that this matter was in hand.



	John informed Members that Doncaster MBC was trying to arrange youth engagement activities over the Halloween/bonfire night period (Operation Anticipate).  He requested the Town Council’s permission to use Jubilee Park for one of the events, utilising the skate park and changing rooms.  The “Positive Future” members would run the event to be held on 4 November 2010.  There was also the option for the event to be run under the banner of “Chasers” and it was agreed that given the tight timescale, this should be the way forward.  John was advised to submit an application in writing for use of the field and changing rooms.



	John was thanked for his team’s help during the Fun Day on 1 September 2010.



60	MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 12 JULY 2010



	The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 12 July 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Town Mayor, Councillor T Gibbs.



61	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES



a	Hatfield Water Park



	Further to Minute No 40a, the Clerk reminded Members that a date had yet to be agreed to the visit to the Water Park.  



	Resolved: that the Clerk arranges a visit on Tuesday 12 October 2010, commencing at 6 p.m.



b	Councillors’ Surgery



	Further to Minute No 40b, one member of the public had attended the surgery to request information on Rights of Burial.  Councillor Knight would provide details to the Clerk.



	Resolved: that the next surgery is held on Saturday 9 October 2010 from 10 to 11 a.m. with Councillors Mrs J Credland and D Fiennes-Gregory in attendance.
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c	Claimed Footpath – “Spider Alley”



	Further to Minute No. 40c, the Clerk informed Members that a meeting with Mr Powell, his representative and all “interested parties” had been arranged for Tuesday 21 September 2010 commencing at 6.30 p.m. in the Town Council offices.  The Clerk reminded Members that the purpose of the meeting was to decide whether the Town Council will continue with its claim for the original footpath to be reinstated.  The Rights of Way Officer, Doncaster MBC had provided details of three possible options to resolve the matter and he had been invited to attend the meeting.



	Resolved: that a pre-meeting of Members is held at 6 p.m. and that the meeting will be chaired by the Town Mayor, Councillor T Gibbs.



d	Hatfield Parish Plan – Update

		

	Further to Minute No. 40d, the Clerk reported that the Parish Plan for Hatfield was progressing well.  The first meeting had been well attended and a further meeting will take place on 14 September 2010.  The Steering Group had produced a leaflet, which had proved of interest to residents at the Fun Day.



e	Fun Day



	Further to Minute No 40g, Members reported that the Fun Day had been a great success, helped by near perfect weather conditions.



f	Lindholme Village Signs 



	Further to Minute No 40i, the Clerk reported that the “post” signs for Lindholme had been ordered from Doncaster MBC, these would be provided free of charge.  He had received design details for the stone sign and was awaiting details of the cost.



g	Lindholme Village Action Group



	Further to Minute No 43c, the Clerk had received a copy of a letter LVAG had sent to the Chief Executive, DMBC and Mayor Peter Davies, requesting a planning review of Scottish Power’s Gas Storage Facility application.  Councillor Bloor requested a copy of the letter.



h	NALC Seminar ‘Localism in Action’ 



	Further to Minute No 43h, the Clerk reported that he had attended the seminar but had not been able to take part in the workshops he would have preferred.  The “Localism” Bill had been discussed, which includes the power of general competence and this will widen the powers of the Town Council.  The “Big Society” was well funded and enables communities to become more involved in community matters.  There was also a tree planting pack available, free of charge, which could be of interest to the Town Council.
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i	Dunscroft Village Sign



	Further to Minute No 43m, the Clerk had received an email from Traffic Management, Doncaster MBC stating that the suggested location for the village sign is acceptable.  The Clerk was advised that he needed to organise a licence. The Clerk reminded Members that there was currently no provision in the budget to finance the village sign.



	Resolved: that the Clerk takes advice from the Highways Officer and progresses the installation of the village sign for Dunscroft.



62	MINUTES OF THE PLANNING Committee MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 9 AUGUST 2010



	The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Monday 9 August 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Town Mayor, Councillor T Gibbs.



63	MATTER ARISING FROM THE MINUTES



	Planning Application 10/01949/COU



	Further to Minute No 3b, the Clerk had received a letter from the applicant, regarding the Town Council’s objections to her planning application and giving her responses to the objections.



	Resolved: that the Town Council’s objections to the planning application stand as previously recorded.



64	MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 16 AUGUST 2010



	The Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 16 August 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Town Mayor, Councillor T Gibbs.



65	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES



a	Abbey Playing Field - Development



	Further to Minute No. 50, the Clerk had circulated a letter to the occupiers of those properties adjoining the recreation ground and had received three letters of objection to the proposals. These related to possible security issues relating to the development of a car park and the provision of football facilities and having reservations about the provision of allotments. Members were reminded that planning permission would be required for the provision of a car park and allotments and the persons objecting could make representations to the planning department in respect of this application.



	Resolved: the Town Council proceeds with the development of Abbey Playing Field, as outlined in Option 4.
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b	Station Road Recreation Ground – Security



	Further to Minute No 51a, the site visit had not yet taken place.  The Clerk had received confirmation from Tony Bidmead, Doncaster MBC that the height restricting barrier at the entrance to the car park would be installed very shortly.  Councillor K Knight indicated that he would be meeting with Tony Bidmead.



c	Grange Recreation Ground – Play Equipment



	Further to Minute No. 52, the Clerk gave a brief outline of what equipment could be purchased with a budget price of £20000. Members felt that the equipment purchased should be suitable for pre-school children and should include cradle type swings, a multi-unit and Springers.



	Resolved: that the Clerk invites quotations from appropriate playground manufacturers, which should include their proposed plan of the site.



d	Jubilee Park – Cyclo-Cross Facility



	Further to Minute No. 53, the Clerk had been in contact with the Community Parks Section, Doncaster MBC and had been advised that the site at Hexthorpe Flatts was high in maintenance costs and it may be appropriate to consider alternative schemes. 



	Resolved: that Councillors Bloor and Jackson research this matter and report back to a future meeting.



e	DEW Project



	Further to Minute No. 54, the Clerk had received a response from the Assistant Director of Planning, Doncaster MBC, enclosing copies of the replies that had been sent to Martin Wraith.  The replies concluded that “the suggested amendments to the conditions at the recent public inquiry were consistent with the planning conditions imposed in the recently approved application and as such there has been no shift in the Council’s position”.



	Resolved: that the contents of the replies are noted.



66	TOWN TWINNING



a	Notes of the Hatfield and Merksplas Twinning Association Meeting



	The notes of the meeting of the Hatfield and Merksplas Twinning Association held on Wednesday 18 August 2010 were circulated to Members for information.



b	Feedback from Merksplas Visit



Members reported on a very successful and enjoyable visit, which culminated in the signing of an official Charter between Hatfield Town Council and the Council in Merksplas.  The Charter is to be framed and hung in the Council Chamber.



�

67	TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACTS



a	Planning Applications – Received (no observations)



	Resolved: that the Town Council has no observations in respect of the following planning applications:



09/2978/FUL

Erection of conservatory to front of bungalow, 18A High Street, Hatfield



        	10/2256/CPE

Certificate of existing lawful use of gypsy caravan site with 1 No. plot (being re-submission of application 10/01285/CPE, withdrawn on 28.6.10), The Paddock, South End, Station Road, Dunscroft  

	

10/2261/FUL

Erection of pitched roof garage to side, front boundary wall and construction of new access to detached property, Sherwood, Bawtry Road, Hatfield Woodhouse



10/2317/FUL

Erection of conservatory to the rear of detached house, 12A Cemetery Road, Hatfield



10/2361/COU

Change of use of Lindholme Hall for use as Buddhist Centre for meditation and teaching, Lindholme Hall, Lindholme Bank Road, Hatfield Woodhouse



10/2437/FUL

Installation of commercial vehicle washing system and re-location of 1 existing floodlight, increasing width of wash bay from 6.0m to 8.0m, increase in size of control cabin from 2.4m x 2.4m to 10.0m x 4.5m and provision of internal floodlights (being amendment to application 09/00884/FUL granted on 11.8.09), Motorway Services, Junction 5, M18 to Junction 6 Doncaster



10/2502/FUL

Erection of single storey pitched roof extensions to side and rear of detached bungalow, Brierdene, Thorne Road, Hatfield



10/2554/FUL

Siting of re-locatable unit (8.41m x 2.96m) for use as an ambulance standby point for a temporary period, HM Young Offenders Institution, Thorne Road, Hatfield



b	Planning Applications – Received (observations)



	Resolved: that the Town Council has observations in respect of the following planning application:



10/2258/FUL

Change of use from domestic residence to domestic residence and dog kennels business including erection of new kennel facilities to the rear of detached property, Cherry Tree Cottage, Huggin Carr Road, Hatfield
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b	Observations: object on the grounds that the property is in the middle of a small hamlet, noise nuisance, access/egress onto a main road. Property is on an unadopted road. A business is not appropriate in a residential area. There are already existing problems with the water supply in this area. Request that the application goes before the Planning Committee.



c	10/00031/REF – Retrospective application for the retention of stable block (approx 12m x 5.8m) and the erection of hay/straw store(approx 12m x 5.8m), land adjacent to Homelea, Remple Lane, Hatfield Woodhouse



	The Clerk had been notified that the applicant had appealed against Doncaster MBC’s refusal to grant planning permission in respect of the above application.



d	09/2974/OUT – Outline application for erection of four detached dormer bungalows on approx 0.04ha of land, 12 Lings Lane, Hatfield.

	

	09/3044/ADV – Retrospective application for display of internally illuminated double sided free standing display unit (1.31m x 2.51m high), Abbey Garage, Station Road, Dunscroft.



	The Clerk had been notified that appeals against Doncaster MBC’s refusal of planning permission in respect of the above, had been dismissed by the Planning Inspector.



e	10/0398/OUTA – Development of Stainforth Marina



The Clerk had received an email from the planning department, Doncaster MBC, regarding the Town Council’s decision to object to the above application on the grounds of traffic generation.  Doncaster MBC’s Highways Department had been negotiating with the applicants about road safety measures and these had been satisfactorily resolved.  The officer indicated that if the Town Council continued with the objection, the application will need to be submitted to the Planning Committee.



	Resolved: that the Town Council continues with its objection.



68	FINANCIAL REPORT 



The Clerk circulated a financial report comparing income and expenditure with budget for the period to 31 August 2010.  Although there are a few variations at this stage, there was no cause for concern.



Resolved: that the report is accepted.



69	CORRESPONDENCE/REPORTS



a	Doncaster Local Development Framework – Core Strategy – Preferred Options Consultation



	The Clerk had received copies of the document setting out the Doncaster Local Development Framework – Core Strategy – Preferred Options, which is out for consultation and responses are required by 20 September 2010.  There are a number of proposals that refer to the Hatfield Town area and these have been flagged up by the Clerk in the event that any Member may wish to complete a response form.  Councillor Bloor indicated that he would be making a response. 
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b	Expansion of Doncaster’s Green Belt – letter from the Campaign to Protect Rural England



	In connection with the Local Development Framework, the CPRE had written to all local councils suggesting that individual councils should respond to Doncaster MBC requesting that the whole of Doncaster is designated as Green Belt, rather than the east of Doncaster being designated as Countryside Policy Area. They had included a sample letter that could be sent to Doncaster MBC in support of this request.



	Resolved: a letter is sent, requesting that the whole of Doncaster is designated as green belt, on the lines outlined in the sample letter from CPRE.



c	Doncaster Sustainable Borough Strategy – Questionnaire



	The Clerk had previously circulated a consultation questionnaire regarding the above, which was required to be completed no later than 1 September 2010.



d	Quality Council Status – re-accreditation



	The Clerk had received an email reminding the Town Council that its Quality Town Council accreditation expires on 30 October 2010.  There is a three-month period of grace and the cost of re-accreditation is £235.00.  The Clerk informed Members that before it could submit its application, he would have to complete the ‘Power of Well Being’ module, which was introduced after he had obtained his CiLCA qualification.



	Resolved: that the Town Council applies for re-accreditation of its Quality Town Council status.



e	Proposed Local Referendum to veto Excessive Council Tax increases



	The Clerk had been advised that the Government were considering allowing ‘excessive’ council tax increases, only if councils first of all hold a referendum in order to gain the public’s support to the proposed increase. This could cost between £1 and £2 per elector, although it is still not clear whether the proposal includes local councils. NALC and the SLCC had given their response to the proposal, the deadline for which had now closed.



f	LCAS – Renewal of Membership 



	The Town Council had been invited to renew its annual membership of the Local Council Advisory Service at a cost of £145.00 plus VAT.



	Resolved: that the subscription to LCAS is not renewed.
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g	Attendance by Members of the Standards Committee at a Town Council Meeting



	The Clerk had received a letter from the Democratic Services Manager, Doncaster MBC, indicating that independent Members of the Standards Committee, who had no real knowledge of how local councils conducted their business, had enquired whether one of their members could attend a meeting of the Town Council in order to observe proceedings and if appropriate, to have a discussion on how the Town Council would like the Committee to support the Council in dealing with Code of Conduct issues.

	

	Resolved: that an independent member of the Standards Committee is invited to a future meeting of the Town Council.



h	Remembrance Day Committee



	Resolved: that a meeting of the Remembrance Day Committee is held on Thursday 21 October 2010, at the Town Council offices, commencing at 6.00pm. 



i	Friends of Hatfield Church Building Trust – Christmas Tree Festival



	The Clerk had received details of a Christmas Tree Festival organised by the Friends of Hatfield Church Building Trust, to be held in Hatfield Church on Thursday 9 December 2010, in order to raise funds for the Trust.  The idea is to sponsor a tree at a cost of £25.00, which would be decorated by the sponsor. The Town Mayor, Councillor Terry Gibbs agreed to sponsor a tree from his Mayor’s allowance.



j	Stainforth Bridleways No 4 (part) and No 5 (part) – Receipt of a Diversion Order



	The Clerk had received details from Doncaster MBC of a proposal to divert the above public bridleways over land situate in Stainforth.



	Resolved: that the Town Council has no objection to the proposed Order.



k	Condition of Old Play Equipment



	Further to Minute No 6b (Burial & Recreation Committee 24/25 May 2010), the Clerk had received a report from the Playground Inspector, Doncaster MBC on the condition of all the old play equipment situated on a number of the Town Council’s recreation grounds.



	Resolved: that the matter is referred to the next meeting of the Burial and Recreation Committee.



l	‘Adoption’ of Flower Tubs, Abbey Gardens, Dunscroft



	The Clerk had received a letter from a local resident, who has, for a number of years maintained two larger flower tubs situated on the green in Abbey Gardens, Dunscroft. She now feels unable to continue this maintenance and had written enquiring whether the Town Council would be willing to ‘adopt’ these tubs and include them in their maintenance programme.



	Resolved: that in future, the Town Council maintains the flower tubs.
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m	Autumn Newsletter



	The Clerk had circulated a draft copy of the Autumn newsletter. A number of comments were made.

	

n	Temporary Prohibition of Through Traffic – The Crescent, Dunscroft



	The Clerk had received a copy of the above Notice, which refers to the closure, from 13 September to 26 November 2010, to allow the construction of a combined sewer for the new housing development.



o	North East Doncaster Citizens Advice Bureau – Annual Review



	The Clerk had received copies of the Bureau’s Annual Review, covering the period 1 April 2009 to 31 March 2010, for the information of Members.



p	Jobs, Training and Enterprise Fair – 15 September 2010



	The Clerk had received details from Doncaster MBC of a Jobs, Training and Enterprise Fair to be held at St Mary’s Community Centre, Stainforth, on Wednesday 15 September 2010, between 2pm and 7pm.



q	NHS Doncaster – AGM 28 September 2010



 	The Clerk had been notified that NHS Doncaster were holding their AGM on Tuesday 28 September 2010 at the Ivanhoe Centre, Conisbrough, commencing at 6.00pm.  Councillor K Knight indicated that he would be attending.



r	Repeal of the Hunting Act



	The Clerk had received a letter from Caroline Flint MP indicating that the current Government were to give Parliament the opportunity to review and repeal the above legislation.  She will be voting against a repeal of the Act.



s	War Memorials Trust



	The Clerk had received a letter from Caroline Flint MP, enclosing a bulletin produced by the War Memorials Trust, which sets out the scope of their work, including support for the repair and conservation of war memorials.



70	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



	Resolved: that the following accounts be approved and passed for payment:



	Invoices in respect of 2009/10



	Cheque No.



5457�N T Killingley Ltd – release of retention re Skate Park�3840.89��5458�Doncaster MBC – clearing York Rd Rec Ground�646.25��





70	Invoices in respect of 2010/11



Cheque No.



5455�On Your Bike – purchase of cycle – S Briggs�934.98��5456�On Your Bike – purchase of cycle – A Briggs�611.78��5459�ARCO Ltd - protective clothing etc�37.78��5460�Benchmark Grounds Maintenance – grass cutting Aug 2010�1692.00��5461�Grantham Industries Ltd – tipping charges�26.67��5462�Yorkshire & The Humber Regional Training Partnership – delegates fees (additional), Scarborough Conference �27.00��5463�Handyman – consumable materials�134.46��5464�NPower – charges – Sports Pavilion�227.65��5465�Wicksteed Leisure Ltd – replacement equipment for Dunscroft Miners Welfare (to be re-charged)�303.70��5466�Martin J Richardson – flailmowing�246.75��5467�YPO – 

	stationery					    9.99

	football posts (Abbey)			625.53�635.52��5468�Yorkshire Water – charges

	Sports Pavilion				33.31

	Cemetery					66.01

	Council Offices				57.32�156.64��5469�Arena Group Ltd – photocopying charges�35.04��5470�D Tomlinson – delivery of Fun Day flyer�90.00��5471�SLCC – stationery�17.20��5472�Doncaster MBC – printing of Fun Day flyer�415.00��5473�JMT Engineering (Doncaster) Ltd – additional barrier Station Rd Rec Ground�705.00��5474�C Hunt – Disco Hire – Fun Day (replacement cheque)�150.00��5475�D Wright  - 

	Salary – Sep 2010 			1277.68

	Expenses re York Conference                     9.85	                      �1287.53��5476�B I Spencer – Salary – Sep 2010 �796.56��5477�S Williamson –

      Salary – Sep  2010 	                         1195.72      

      less rental for Cemetery House                    (91.00)�1104.72��5478�S Briggs - Salary, Sep 2010			�1055.82��5479�A Briggs – Salary, Sep 2010�1105.55��5480�K Lee – office cleaning, Sep 2010�40.28��5481�E M Fletcher – changing room attendant p/e 29.8.10�30.26��5482�Inland Revenue – Tax/NI, Sep 2010�1852.88��5483�SYPA – Pension contributions, Sep 2010�1383.89��5484�NALC – Course attendance (York)�105.75��5485�Doncaster MBC – Repairs to play equipment – Miners Welfare (to be recharged)�345.10��Dir Deb�Barriecars – fuel, Aug 2010�131.55��Dir Deb�Orange – broadband charge – Aug 2010�12.99��Dir Deb�YHCC Telecom – mobile phone charges�11.02����20198.21��

71	EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS 



	Resolved that the public and press are excluded from the remaining proceedings of the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.



















Signed .......................................................... (Town Mayor)



Date: 11 October 2010
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