MEETING OF HATFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
        14 February 2011

held at the Council Offices, Cuckoo Lane, Hatfield

Members present:


T Gibbs (Town Mayor)

	J Bloor
	J Hart

	J Brown
	M Glynn

	E Durdy
	Mrs R Sheppard

	Mrs R Chafen
	Mrs I Harrison

	B Jackson
	D Fiennes-Gregory


Also in attendance: Sue Rawlings, Neighbourhood Manager, DMBC

D Wright, Town Clerk

B Spencer, Deputy Town Clerk

130
ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors Mrs J Credland and K Knight.

131
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor D Fiennes-Gregory declared a personal interest in Minute No. 137a            (11/0184/FUL) being known to the people undertaking the renovations.  Councillor B Jackson declared a personal interest in Minute No. 139h, being a member of the advisory group at the surgery. 

132
PRESENTATION BY STUART MCLAUGHLIN, WAYSTONE, RE STAINFORTH MARINA


Further to Minute No. 94g, Stuart McLaughlin of Waystone gave a presentation outlining progress on various developments, including the construction of Stainforth Marina, which is part of the ‘DN7 initiative’. Reference was made to the construction of the Link Road, which it is hoped will commence after 2012. Part of the development in the future may include the construction of a rail head. It is hoped to set up a local forum, which would include representatives of the local community.


Stuart was thanked for his presentation.

133
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC


Three members of the public attended the meeting and the following matters were raised:
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a
Dunscroft Miners Welfare


A member of the public requested information regarding the ownership of the various areas of the Miners Welfare Ground.  It was explained that the Miners Welfare was owned by a registered charity and that the Town Council was the sole Trustee.  The area inside the football ground was leased to the Sports Association.  The member of the public also enquired whether the Sports Association were entitled to charge for use of the kitchen facilities.  The Clerk informed her that as the land was leased to the Sports Association, the Town Council could make no comment.

b
Dog Fouling


A member of the public, who had attended the Councillors Surgery, reiterated her concern re dog fouling.  She was reminded that the matter was being dealt with.

c
Sue Rawlings, Neighbourhood Manager, DMBC


Sue asked if anyone had any matters they wished her to deal with and the following items were raised:-


Pot holes – Sue stated that pot holes were a huge problem due to the number involved and requested that residents report the worst ones to her.


Dog Fouling – Sue stated that patrols had been increased and signs re-painted.  A fixed penalty notice had been issued last week.  She requested that residents give as much information as possible i.e. regular times of fouling, type of dog, owners name (if known) etc. when making a complaint.  Members then enquired if a general “clean up” could be carried out.  Sue stated that she would need details of the worst affected streets as it would be impossible to do every street in the Town Council area. Members agreed to inform the Clerk, who would pass on the information to DMBC.

134
POLICE/PCSO REPORT


Darren Haughton, PCSO attended the meeting and gave a report on crime statistics.  Burglary, theft from vehicles, criminal damage and anti-social behaviour had all increased.  Darren outlined measures being undertaken to try to reduce the crime levels.  Speeding vehicles on High Street, Hatfield, Hatfield Woodhouse and Station Road, Hatfield had been targeted using speed cameras.  Scrap metal vehicles had been stopped and tested for diesel irregularities.  Four speeding cautions had been issued and two people had been fined for using red diesel.    The operation will continue throughout the year.  The last PACT meeting had produced a priority issue of Anti-Social behaviour and as a result an Anti-Social Behaviour Team has been set up consisting of four people, which was operating virtually 24 hours a day.  Darren circulated a list of PACT meeting dates.  Members requested ‘direct’ telephone numbers for the Anti-Social Behaviour Team, which Darren agreed to provide.

135
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 17 JANUARY 2011


The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 17 January 2011 were approved as a true record and signed by the Town Mayor, Councillor T Gibbs.

136
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a
Hatfield Village Plan


Further to Minute No 120b, the Clerk reported that the funding application to ‘Awards for All’ had been successful and that work could now commence on producing the questionnaire. The Clerk had been asked whether the Town Council would wish to include questions relating to its services and it was suggested that the Town Council might wish to seek residents’ views on whether they would be prepared to pay an increase in their Council Tax to cover additional services which could be taken on by the Town Council.


Resolved: that a section on the Town Council is included in the Plan on the lines indicated above and that the Clerk prepares the text. 

b
Police/PCSO Report


Further to Minute No 121, the Clerk had circulated, for information, the reply received from Inspector Adams.  

c
Councillors’ Surgery


Further to Minute No 123a, one member of the public had attended the surgery complaining about the amount of dog fouling in the Town Council area. The matter is to be referred to Doncaster MBC.


Resolved: that the next surgery, which is a joint surgery, is held on Saturday 12 March 2011, from 10 to 11 a.m., with Councillors Mrs I Harrison and K Knight in attendance. 
d
Lindholme/Dunscroft Village Signs



Further to Minute No. 123b, the Clerk reported that the village signs were now in place.
e
Jubilee Park – Roadway


Further to Minute No. 123e, the Clerk reported that the application for a loan from the Public Works Loan Board had been refused as it did not comply with the criteria regarding the amount of loan which had to be a minimum of £5 multiplied by the number of electors.


Resolved: that the Town Council funds the cost of the roadway improvements from existing balances.

f
Fun Day 2011


Further to Minute No. 123f, Councillor Jackson requested the Town Council’s permission for “Chasers” to use Jubilee Fields for youth activities in the summer.


Resolved: that, in principle, approval is given but that when further details are known, a formal written request is made by Chasers.
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g
SLCC Training Course - Allotments


Further to Minute No 128c, the Clerk reported that he had been in contact with an SLCC advisor, Jamie Corrigan, Town Clerk of Ferryhill Town Council, who has experience of dealing with a large number of allotments.  He suggested that the best way of dealing with the allotment site is to have a “self-managed” site, where the allotment owners manage the allotments under an agreement with the Town Council.  He has offered to attend a council meeting to advise Members on the way forward, at a cost of £100 plus travelling expenses.  The Clerk felt that this would prove more valuable than his attendance at the SLCC event referred to in the previous minutes and would be a similar cost.  


Resolved: that the Clerk of Ferryhill Town Council is invited to attend a meeting with Members on a date to be arranged.

h
Allotments – Waiting List


Further to Minute No. 128f, the Clerk advised Members that eight people had applied to have an allotment on the Abbey site. Members discussed whether to advertise the plots and whether the existing applicants should be automatically allocated a plot.


Resolved: that the existing applicants are given priority and that the remaining five allotments are advertised in the Town Council’s newsletter.


(The Town Mayor Councillor T Gibbs and Councillor M Glynn wished to record their vote against this resolution).

i
Audit Committee

Further to Minute No 128k, it was


Resolved: that an Audit Committee would be held prior to the Town Council meeting on 14 March 2011, commencing at 6p.m.

137
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACTS
a
Planning Applications – Received (no observations)


Resolved: that the Town Council has no observations in respect of the following planning applications:

11/0090/MAT

Erection of residential care home, following demolition of existing clinic (being amendment to previous permission 10/1458/FULM granted 09/09/10 to change one plant room to an additional bedroom), former Hatfield Health Centre, Crookes Broom Lane, Hatfield

11/0184/FUL

Retention of conversion of betting office (A2 use) to residential dwelling (C3 use), 2 Church Walk, Hatfield
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a       11/0240/AGR

Erection of grain store (22.86m x 12.19m) and lean-to (18.30m x 9.15m), Tudworth Green Farm, Tudworth Road, Hatfield

11/0325/4FUL (for information only)

Formation of new play area (being application under Regulation 4 Town and Country Planning (General) Regulations 1992), Playground, Grange Avenue, Hatfield

11/0347/FUL

Erection of 2 No. one bedroom flats adjacent to existing dwelling including provision for parking, 24 Myrtle Road, Dunscroft

b
Planning Applications – Received (observations)


Resolved: that the Town Council has observations in respect of the following planning applications:

10/3546/FUL

Demolition of existing community building and garage and erection of new community centre (20.19m x 16.34m overall) with associated parking and access, The Barn, High Street, Hatfield

Observations:  the planning application should read erection of new community centre and demolition of existing i.e. new building is to be erected before old one is demolished.

11/0140/FUL

Erection of 1 No. detached dwelling and detached single garage on approx 0.05ha of land, land to rear of 34 Station Road, Hatfield

Observations:   object on the grounds of over intensive development.

138
FINANCIAL REPORT


The Clerk circulated a financial report comparing income and expenditure with budget for the period to 31 January 2011. It was noted that on the basis of current figures, there was likely to be an under spend in the financial year.  Members requested that in future the budget for the employer’s pension contribution for “outside” staff is shown as part of the ‘Wages Suspense’ figure to be allocated across the type of work undertaken by the ‘outside’ staff.


Resolved: that for 2011/12, the budget and actuals for the ‘outside staffs’ employer’s pension contributions is shown as part of the Wages Suspense account.

139
CORRESPONDENCE/REPORTS

a
Cemetery Charges 2011/12


Further to Minute No 110a, the Clerk reported that he had contacted Doncaster MBC who confirmed that their cemetery charges for 2011/12 had not yet been decided.


Resolved: that the matter is referred to the Town Council meeting to be held in 14 March 2011.
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b
Internal Auditor 2010/11 Accounts


The Clerk reminded Members that it was necessary to formally appoint an Internal Auditor for the 2010/11 Accounts.


Resolved: that Janice Hepworth is approved as the Town Council’s Internal Auditor.

c
Grass Cutting – Hatfield Town Cricket Club


The Clerk had received a request from Hatfield Town Cricket Club for the Town Council to cut the outfield during the 2011 season, as in previous years. Members were reminded that the cost of this service would be in excess of £1000.


Resolved: that a decision is deferred pending receipt of a grant application form, in line with all other organisations, although, if necessary, cutting can commence, pending a final decision.


(Councillor B Jackson took no part in the above discussions or decision).

d
Abbey Playing Field - Horses

The Clerk reported that after the many recent problems with horses on Abbey Play Field, including the claim from a resident re damage to his property allegedly caused by horses running loose, he had contacted South Yorkshire Police and Councillor Cynthia Ransome, Cabinet Member, Communities in an attempt to get help with the removal of horses from Town Council Recreation Grounds. 

e
Emergency Planning & Doncaster Emergency Control Centre Open Day


The Clerk had received details of the above Open Day to be held at the Control Centre in Unity House, Doncaster on 11 March 2011.  Councillors T Gibbs, B Jackson, J Brown and M Glynn expressed an interest in attending.


Resolved: that the Clerk ascertains opening and closing times and forwards details to all Members.

f
Neighbourhood Re-structuring – Consultation Period


The Clerk had received consultation documents from Doncaster MBC, relating to the above.  The consultation period ends on 9 April 2011.


Resolved: that the Clerk writes to Doncaster MBC expressing the Town Council’s satisfaction with the service it has received to date and hopes that the same level of service will be maintained.

g
Dunsville Parish Plan


Further to Minute No 128i, the Clerk reported that an amount of £514.00, being the unspent portion of the grant received from the Big Lottery Fund (Awards for All), was to be returned.   
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h
Dunsville Surgery - Parking


The Clerk had received a copy of an email sent to the Dunsville Surgery from a resident who lives close by.  He was complaining about the inconsiderate parking of vehicles of people attending the surgery.  He had made several suggestions which he thought might remedy the situation.


Resolved: that the email is noted.

i
Town Twinning

   
Further to Minute No. 100a, the Clerk reported that the Merksplas & Hatfield Twinning Association had now agreed a form of words to be placed on the sign to be fixed at the front of the Town Council offices.


Resolved: that the Town Council agree to the following wording: - “Hatfield Town -Joined in Friendship with Merksplas, Belgium”.

j
Proposed Play Equipment – Section 106 Funding


The Clerk had received an email from Sue Rawlings, Neighbourhood Manager, Doncaster MBC stating that she had been advised that there is an embargo on further 106 spending until a review has been completed.  All projects signed off will be honoured; this includes Grange Avenue Recreation Ground play equipment and Abbey Playing Field improvements.  Further planned improvements on Jubilee Park and Station Road and York Road Recreation Grounds may be affected.  The Clerk was to have a meeting with Sue next Wednesday to discuss the matter.

k
Concessionary Fares for Children – South Yorkshire PTE


The Clerk had received details from South Yorkshire PTE regarding the increase in the concessionary fare for children from 40p to 50p from 1 April 2011.

l
Newsletter


The Clerk had circulated the draft newsletter and invited comments from Members.  He also gave details of the cost of a single sheet newsletter as opposed to a double sheet and the cost of black and white as opposed to colour.  Several comments were made by Members and suggestions for additional items.

m
Cemetery – Request to place seat


The Clerk had received a request from a member of the public to place a seat, at her own expense, in the Cemetery.  The Clerk reported that some councils charged a fixed amount to provide and install a “remembrance” seat in their cemetery.


Resolved: that the request to place a seat in Hatfield Cemetery is granted, subject to the usual conditions.  Further resolved: that the issue of charging for “remembrance” seats is referred to the next meeting of the Burial & Recreation Committee.

140
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


Resolved: that the following accounts be approved and passed for payment:

Cheque No.

	5599
	Doncaster Chamber of Commerce – OS plans re Grange planning application
	40.00

	5600
	Arco Ltd – consumable materials
	41.11

	5601
	MG Plumbing & Gas Services – repair water leak, Hatfield Cemetery

	222.00

	5602
	Doncaster MBC – Contaminated Land Report fee – Grange Recreation Ground
	1038.78

	5603
	Calor Gas Ltd – gas for cemetery workshop
	57.95

	5604
	SLCC Enterprises Ltd – Delegates fee, Practitioners Conf
	237.60

	5605
	Cheque cancelled
	0.00

	5606
	Grantham Industries Ltd – topsoil
	8.40

	5607
	NALC – Quality Council re-accreditation fee (additional VAT)
	5.00

	5608
	Parkes Bros Ltd – roof repairs, Council Offices
	360.00

	5609
	A Harvey – expenses re Dunsville Parish Plan launch
	74.66

	5610
	P Panks – expenses re Dunsville Parish Plan launch
	21.25

	5611
	Big Lottery Fund – refund of unused grant re Dunsville Parish Plan
	514.00

	5612
	F Cross – tipper service/MOT 
	303.17

	5613
	Handyman – consumable materials
	163.53

	5614
	D Wright – salary, February 2011
	1277.68

	5615
	B I Spencer – salary, February 2011
	796.56

	5616
	S Williamson – 


salary/related costs


1243.80


less rent for Cem House

    91.00

	1152.80

	5617
	S Briggs – salary, February 2011
	1037.02

	5618
	A Briggs – salary, February 2011
	1075.60

	5619
	K Lee – office cleaning, Feb 2011
	40.28

	5620
	E M Fletcher – changing room attendant p/e 13/02/11
	45.39

	5621
	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI, Feb 2011
	1836.08

	5622
	SYPA – Pension contributions, Feb 2011
	1383.89

	5623
	Travis Perkins – 


paint etc, Sports Pavilion

129.97


consumable materials


  46.04
	176.01

	5624
	NPower – supply – Cemetery
	149.24

	5625
	R W Adams – Entertainment – Fun Day
	325.00

	Dir Deb
	Barriecars – fuel, Jan 2011
	168.32

	Dir Deb
	Orange – broadband charge – Jan 2011
	12.99

	Dir Deb
	Daisy Telecomm – charges


Council Offices –


21.27


Cemetery -



  4.69
	25.96

	Dir Deb
	YHCC Telecom – mobile phone charges
	11.86

	Total
	
	12602.13


141
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS


Resolved: that the public and press are excluded from the remaining proceedings of the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

142
GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT 2011


Further to Minute No 4 (Burial & Recreation Committee 6 December 2010) the Clerk had received two quotations for the grass cutting of Town Council recreation grounds during the 2011 season. One of the companies, Undercut, had indicated that they would hold their price for a period of two years.


Resolved: that upon receipt of satisfactory references, Undercut is approved as the grass cutting contractor for 2011 on a one-year contract, subject to a review after 3 months.

Signed .......................................................... (Town Mayor)

Date: 14 March 2011
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